
A curious hand … 
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A board from Monday 12 November illustrated some interesting aspects of bidding, 
as well as being instructive in terms of the inferences one can draw to play a hand 
correctly.  
 
To start with, if partner has passed and your right-hand opponent opens the auction 
with 1D, what are you going to bid with this hand? 
 

KJT7 
A642 
KQ93 
Q  

 
A takeout double is possible, although you have no tolerance for clubs and might be 
forced to bid a very dubious 2NT if that is what partner responds. The choice seems 
to be between two kinds of falsehood. You can either make an overcall on a 4-card 
suit, in which case 1S makes more sense – but this loses the possibility of a heart fit 
with partner – or you can bid an off-shape 1NT in the hope that partner will at least 
have length in clubs to stop the run of the suit against you. 
 
I chose the latter option because it does at least get the stoppers and strength 
across (our 1NT overcall promises 15-18 high card points). Partner bid 2C (simple 
Stayman) and raised my 2H response to 3H. Now what? Well, although the hand is a 
minimum for 1NT, it has actually improved quite a bit – on the assumption that 
partner has 8-9 hcp for the invitational raise, the shortage in clubs is a real 
advantage for a suit contract. Moreover, RHO's opening bid should help with the play 
because the location of most of the missing points is known. So I went on to 4H … 
 
East led a diamond and South put down a rather doubtful collection as dummy: 
 

KJT7 
A642 
KQ93 
Q  

  
  

654  
KJT5 
J5  
K632 

 
West took his A, then cashed A and continued with 8. What can you infer? 
 
This play looks suspiciously suggestive of a doubleton, with East having Q. 
Obviously you can't afford to finesse as this will lead to the immediate defeat of the 
contract (in fact 2 down – 3 aces, the spade queen and a ruff). So you rise with the 



K. Now as long as you can pick up the hearts you can discard a spade loser from 
dummy on the diamonds … how will you play? 
 
A little bit of counting helps. Your side has 23 hcp and you know about 2 hcp with 
East. No guarantees, of course, but as this particular East-West pair play a 16-18 
hcp 1NT opening, West can have up to 15 hcp and is odds-on to have the Q. So … 
low heart to the king, run the J with all following low (phew!) and draw the last 
trump with the ace. Now discard a spade on a top diamond, play the Q to West's 
ace and the remaining tricks are yours in the form of K and a cross-ruff … just 
making your contract. This was the full hand: 
 
BD: 10 KJT7  Dlr: E

A642  Vul: All
KQ93  
Q  

A8    Q932  
Q98    73  
A642    T87  
AJ74    T985  

654  
KJT5  
J5  
K632  

  

  
    

N
T 

N - 2 4 2 2     15   

S - 2 4 2 2   15   2 

E 1 - - - -     8   

W 1 - - - - 
 

 
However, there's more to the story. If playing a 15-17 or 15-18 1NT opening, West 
will start with 1NT and may be allowed to play there, going down but getting a good 
matchpoint score. This illustrates the pre-emptive value of a 1NT opening and also 
raises the question of what North should do in that case. 
 
My preferred defence to 1NT is 2C to show both majors, 2D to show a 6+ major suit 
and 2H/S to show 5+ in the bid suit and a 4+ minor suit. This is properly known as 
multi-Landy, although often called Cappelletti in error. A 2C bid usually shows at 
least 5-4 in the majors, but with this much strength 4-4 is fine and would at least get 
North-South to 2H. Following such an auction, this contract should always make 10 
tricks, as almost every outstanding high card is placed by the opening.  
  



Indeed, the full range of possible outcomes on this board was well illustrated by the 
table of results from the day: 
 

Contract Lead Tricks NS EW 

1NT W 7S 6 100 

2  S AS 8 110 

2  S AS 9 140 

1NT W 7S 6 100 

3  S AS 8 100 

1NT W JS 6 100 

1NT W 7S 6 100 

2  S AS 9 140 

4  N TD 10 620 
 
 


